
 
AGENDA 

WORK SESSION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

FRANKLIN MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 
JANUARY 23, 2014 – 7:30 P.M. 

 
CALL OF ROLL 

          
Mr. Richard E. Arline    Dr. Julia M. Presley, President Student Liaison                
Mr. Delvin Burton     Ms. Keisha Smith-Carrington Monil Patel             
Mrs. Christine Danielsen    Mr. Robert T. Trautmann                
Mrs. Nancy LaCorte    Mrs. Betty Whalen     
Mrs. Eva M. Nagy, Vice President       

 
Mr. Edward Q. Seto, Superintendent of Schools 
Mr. John Calavano, Assistant Superintendent for Business/Board Secretary 
Ms. Eveny Pagán, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction 
Ms. Lynne Crawford, Director of Pupil Personnel Services 
Mr. Orvyl Wilson, Director of School Management  
 
___ Members of the Public 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
In accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act” P.L. 1975, c. 231 (Sunshine Law), the schedule and notification of 
this meeting have been provided for on January 6, 2014.  Copies of this notice were faxed to the Courier News, the 
Home News Tribune, The Star-Ledger, The Trenton Times, Franklin Township Clerk/Manager, WCTC Radio, 

District Schools, Offices and Associations, PTO Presidents, and posted on the Central Administration Building notice 
board. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

The Mission of the Franklin Township Public Schools is to provide excellent educational opportunities that meet or 
exceed New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for every student; maintain an environment that engenders 
an appreciation of the value of every student; develop every student to his/her highest potential; and instill the 
attitudes, skills, and knowledge necessary to become independent, contributing members of a democratic, multi-
cultural society.  

 
DISTRICT GOALS 

 
 
CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION:  To develop and implement a comprehensive assessment program 
designed to meet the needs of all students through the use of formative and summative assessments 
aligned to the common core standards and integrated into instruction.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT:  To promote community engagement and effective 
communication to and from all stakeholders. 
 
CULTURE AND CLIMATE: To continue the District’s efforts to safeguard students and staff, enhance the 
culture and environment of our schools and improve relationships among and between students; staff; 
parents/guardians; and the community that promote respect, motivation for learning and creativity in and 
for our students. 
 
FACILITIES: Utilizing the District’s 2011-2021 Long-Range Facilities Plan, finalize a building program 
(including application for state grants and outside funding sources) that will enhance and improve the 
District's delivery of education to all students; provide additional classroom space to address the 
projected enrollment growth over the next several years; address critical maintenance issues in all 
existing facilities and consider potential changes to the delivery of education. 
 

 



Work Session - 2 - January 23, 2014 

 
I. Action to Adopt the Agenda 

 
                                Moved:   Seconded:                                    

  
                                         __                                                                                                 _    ______             
  Arline     Burton    Danielsen    LaCorte    Nagy      Smith-Carrington   Trautmann   Whalen   Presley 

  
 

II. Superintendent’s Update 
 

III. Board President’s Update 

                    
IV. Comments From The Public  (5 minutes per speaker – agenda items only)   

 
V. Committee/Liaison Reports          

 
VI. New Business 

1. Review of January 30, 2014 Action Meeting Agenda    
2. Action Items for January 23, 2014             
  
 

Action Items 
 

HIB Investigation Report   

 
R-01 HIB (Harassment, Intimidation & Bullying) Investigation Report 

  
Moved:     Seconded:       
 

Acknowledge receipt of the HIB Investigation Report for the period December 4, 2013 through January 
14, 2014 as detailed in the exhibit attached hereto and made a part of the minutes.  (Exhibit R-01) 
 

                                        __                                                                                                 _   ______             
  Arline     Burton   Danielsen   LaCorte    Nagy      Smith-Carrington   Trautmann   Whalen   Presley 

 
 

 

Administration   

 
 
A-01 Resolution of Appreciation for Richard Seamon 
 

Moved:   Seconded: 

 
Whereas, Richard Seamon served as a member of the Franklin Township Board of Education from 2010 
to 2013; and 
 
Whereas, during those 3 years, Richard Seamon served the Board and his community faithfully and with 
distinction; and 
 
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the Board of Education hereby expresses its appreciation for Richard 
Seamon’s leadership, dedication, commitment and service to the Board, to the Franklin Township Public 
School District, and to the Franklin Township Community. 
 

                                        __                                                                                                 _   ______             
  Arline     Burton   Danielsen   LaCorte    Nagy      Smith-Carrington   Trautmann   Whalen   Presley 

 
 
 



Work Session - 3 - January 23, 2014 

 
A-02 Resolution of Appreciation for Thomas J. Lewis 
 

Moved:   Seconded: 

 

Whereas, Thomas J. Lewis served as a member of the Franklin Township Board of Education from 2010 
to 2013; and 
 
Whereas, during those 3 years, Thomas J. Lewis served the Board and his community faithfully and with 
distinction; and 
 
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the Board of Education hereby expresses its appreciation for Thomas 
J. Lewis’ leadership, dedication, commitment and service to the Board, to the Franklin Township Public 
School District, and to the Franklin Township Community. 
 
 

                                        __                                                                                                 _   ______             
  Arline     Burton   Danielsen   LaCorte    Nagy      Smith-Carrington   Trautmann   Whalen   Presley 

 
 
 
A-03 School Board Recognition Month 
 

Moved:   Seconded: 

 
Whereas, the New Jersey School Boards Association has declared January 2014 to be School Board  
Recognition Month, a time that all residents might acknowledge the contributions made by our local  
school board members; and  
 
Whereas, the Franklin Township Board of Education is one of 586 local school boards in New Jersey that  
sets policies and oversees operations for public school districts; and 
 
Whereas, the Franklin Township Board of Education embraces the goal of high-quality education for all 
New Jersey public school students; and 
 
Whereas, New Jersey’s local school boards help determine community goals for the education of 
approximately 1.4 million children in pre-kindergarten through 12

th
 grade; and  

 
Whereas, New Jersey’s 4,800 local school board members, who receive no remuneration for their  
services, act as advocates for public school students as they work with administrators, teachers and 
parents for the betterment of public education; and  
 
Whereas, school boards strive to provide the resources necessary to meet the needs of all students, 
including those with special needs; and  
 
Whereas, boards of education provide accountability to the public; they communicate the needs of the  
school district to the public; and they convey to school administrators the public’s expectations for the  
schools; and  
 
Whereas, New Jersey can take pride in its schools, which rank among the nation’s best in indicators such 
as high school graduation rates, class size, college entrance exam participation, and Advanced 
Placement offerings and test scores.  Now, therefore, be it  
 
Resolved, that the Franklin Township Board of Education does hereby recognize the services of local 
school board members throughout New Jersey as we join communities statewide in observing January  
2014 as School Board Recognition Month; and be it further 
 
Resolved, that the Franklin Township Board of Education urges all New Jersey citizens to work with their  
local boards of education and public school staffs toward the improvement of our children’s education.  
 

                                        __                                                                                                 _   ______             
  Arline     Burton   Danielsen   LaCorte    Nagy      Smith-Carrington   Trautmann   Whalen   Presley 



Work Session - 4 - January 23, 2014 

 
 
A-04 Appointments 
 

Moved:   Seconded:    

 
Appoint Board representatives to the following state and county organizations: 
 
a. Delegate to the New Jersey School Boards Association – Eva Nagy/Julia Presley  
b. Delegate to the Somerset County School Boards Association – Nancy LaCorte  
c. Member Board of Education Somerset County Educational Services Commission – Richard Arline  
d. Member Board of Education Hunterdon County Educational Services Commission – Robert Trautmann 
        

                                        __                                                                                                 _   ______             
  Arline     Burton   Danielsen   LaCorte    Nagy      Smith-Carrington   Trautmann   Whalen   Presley 

 
 

VII. Old Business 
 

VIII. Comments From The Public  (5 minutes per speaker – any items)   
    
 

Note: Any matters which arise after this agenda is posted which are so urgent that their omission would 
seriously affect the operation of the district will be considered at this point in the agenda. 
 
 

Alternate Location 
 
Confidential Session  (if deemed necessary) 

 
  Moved:   Seconded:  

 
Motion to adjourn to confidential session for the purpose of discussing confidential matters.  Minutes of 
the confidential session meeting will be made public when the reason for confidentiality no longer exists.  
   
  

 
 
 

Returned to open session at ___________ PM. 
 
 

 
Adjournment  
 
  Moved:   Seconded:  

 
Action to adjourn. 

 

 
                                        __                                                                                                 _   ______             
  Arline     Burton   Danielsen   LaCorte    Nagy      Smith-Carrington   Trautmann   Whalen   Presley 

 
 

 
  


